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The term has no legal definition, but below is a series of working definitions:





The Bruntland Report (1987)





In 1987, The World Commission on Environment and Development chaired by the Prime Minister of Norway, Mrs Gro Harlem Bruntland, published a report Our Common Future (The Bruntland Report) which brought the concept of sustainable development onto the international agenda. It also provided the most commonly used definition of sustainable development describing it as 





“development which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”





This principle has been incorporated in the Maastricht and Amsterdam Treaties on European Union, as well as in the Rio Declaration and Agenda 21, adopted by the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), meeting in Rio de Janeiro 3 to 14 June 1992. The European Community and its Member States subscribed to the Rio Declaration and Agenda 21 and committed themselves to the rapid implementation of the principal measures agreed at UNCED.





'Earth Summit' (UN Conference on Environment and Development) in Rio (1992)





The Summit agreed the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development which set out 27 principles supporting sustainable development. It also agreed a plan of action, Agenda 21, and a recommendation that all countries should produce national sustainable development strategies. 





The Declaration identified “a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature” as a basic right for all humans.  It also stated that “in order to achieve sustainable development, environmental protection shall constitute an integral part of the development process and cannot be considered in isolation from it.”  It identified the eradication of poverty as an indispensable requirement for sustainable development, “in order to decrease the disparities in standards of living.”





It required that “the developed countries acknowledge the responsibility they bear in the international pursuit of sustainable development in view of the pressures their societies place on the global environment and of the technologies and financial resources they command”.  Sustainable development is directly linked to the elimination of unsustainable patterns of production and consumption.  It is dependent on states strengthening their capacity building by exchanging scientific and technological knowledge, and by enhancing the development and diffusion of new technologies.





But it failed to tackle the question at the heart of the Sustainable Development debate: how can economic growth be sustainable? It said that “States should cooperate to promote a supportive and open international economic system that would lead to economic growth and sustainable development in all countries, to better address the problems of environmental degradation.”





Taken from the Rio Declaration On Environment And Development (UNCED 1992) www.un.org/esa/sustdev/agreed.htm





The Rio Summit also identified “Three Pillars of Sustainable Development”


Social progress 


Equity, Social cohesion, Social mobility, Participation, Cultural identity


Economic growth 


Growth, Efficiency, Stability


Environmental protection 


Healthy environment for humans, Rational use of renewable natural resources, Conservation of nonrenewable natural resources, Participation, Cultural identity





�



The World Bank





“Important as it is, the concept of sustainable development is still being developed and the definition of the term is constantly being revised, extended, and refined…….  Social justice defined as equality of opportunities for well-being, both within and among generations of people, can be seen as having at least three aspects: economic, social, and environmental. Only development that manages to balance these three groups of objectives can be sustained for long.  Conversely, ignoring one of the aspects can threaten economic growth as well as the entire development process. “


Beyond Economic Growth Copyright: THE WORLD BANK (2000)





www.worldbank.org/depweb/








UK Government





“Sustainable development is about ensuring a better quality of life for everyone, now and for generations to come.”


Taken from the Government’s Sustainable Development website: www.sustainable-development.gov.uk/








Forum for the Future





“Sustainable development is a dynamic process which enables all people to realise their potential, and to improve their quality of life, in ways which simultaneously protect and enhance the Earth's life support systems.”


Forum for the Future Annual Report 2000





www.forumforthefuture.org.uk/








Green Party





In their Manifesto for a Sustainable Society, the Green Party state that:





“All human economic activity and social and cultural wellbeing are dependent upon the integrity of self-sustaining, self-managing natural systems. Continually increasing resource extraction, industrial throughput and waste production is entirely incompatible with ecological sustainability. Green economic policy must therefore promote the emergence of an economic system which recognises the limits of, and is compatible with, both the natural systems of the planet and the aspirations of the whole of humanity. 





To achieve global ecological sustainability, with equity and social justice, the industrialised countries must actively reduce the physical burden they place on the planet and must, by example, encourage and support the less industrialised countries in adopting appropriate development strategies.”





www.greenparty.org.uk
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