"The Police and Human Rights in Europe"

Tuesday 5th March 2002

Information on screening of 'Injustice' and Discussion

Objectives

This event has two basic objectives:

- To highlight certain key issues relating to police and human rights

- To come up with action points for addressing these at a European level

Background

In the past three decades there have been 1,000 deaths in police custody in the UK. Some of these have given rise to intensive campaigns by relatives of the victims to uncover the truth about what happened and bring justice to the perpetrators of the deaths. No policeman has ever been convicted for causing the death of someone taken into custody.

A British filmmaker, Ken Fero, has followed the campaigns of some of the victims' families and documented what happened. The film concentrates on the cases of three men - Shiji Lapite, Brian Douglas and Ibrahima Sey - who all died in the mid-Nineties from injuries received while they were being arrested by Metropolitan Police officers in different parts of London.

One of the men, a Nigerian asylum-seeker and father of two, was stopped by police in Hackney in 1994 for "acting suspiciously". Officers said that they found crack cocaine at the scene. In a struggle one officer held Lapite in a headlock while a fellow officer kicked him in the head. The coroner found more than 40 areas of injury on Lapite's body, including crushed bones at the front of his neck and severe bruising across his back. The jury in the inquest took 20 minutes to come to a unanimous verdict of unlawful killing. However, the Crown Prosecution Service decided not to proceed against the two officers involved.

The film received a huge amount of publicity in the UK following police threats of legal action to cinemas screening the film, resulting in the cancellation of many screenings. Some of the showings were held informally instead, in cafés and private houses. Despite the threats the filmmakers and victims' families have continued to screen the film across the UK and internationally. 

The Discussion

The film concentrates on the UK experience, but similar cases can easily be cited for other EU countries, where individuals have also died following brutal treatment by the police. Especially in the light of events in Gothenburg and Genoa, it is clear that some kind of action is required to improve police human rights records, and 'Injustice' introduces an important new element to the debate on this issue. It also highlights the personal angle, which must not be forgotten during high-level policy discussions on the issue.

The film challenges us to explain why incidents such as those shown have not been properly investigated and charges brought, when there is a large amount of evidence to show that one or more police officers have intentionally or unintentionally caused the death of an individual in custody. Why are there so many incidences of police officers not respecting the basic human rights of citizens and what can we do about it? Who polices the police? 

The police have a difficult job, but  it is essential that we look at ways of preventing tragic events such as those portrayed in the film - with compulsory human rights training, for example, and independent bodies to investigate complaints against the police.

As the European Union moves ever closer to forming an 'area of freedom, security and justice', as police and judicial co-operation increases, and as proposals for a European Arrest Warrant are adopted, it is vital to look more closely at the behaviour of our police forces and find answers to the above questions. We cannot ignore this issue if citizens are to be able to have confidence that their rights will be upheld in all regions of an enlarged Europe, as guaranteed in the European Convention on Human Rights . 

Event Details

Date: Tuesday 5th March
Venue: European Parliament, Room ASP 01 G 2
Languages: French and English interpretation will be provided

12.30 - 14.30:       
- Showing of a short extract from the film

- Short panel speeches, by Brenda Weinberg and Myrna Simpson, both of whom are shown in the film and have had  family members die in police custody, Dan van Raemdonck,  President of the European Association of the FIDH (International Human Rights Federation), and MEPs Jean Lambert and Alima-Boumédiene-Thiery



 - Open discussion 




A sandwich lunch and drinks will be provided

Follow-up events

15.30 -17.30


Roundtable discussion with the film-maker, family members, NGOs etc. All are welcome.  Note: Change of room
Room 

PHS 01 C 47

18.30 - 20.30

Film screening followed by 'Question and Answer' session. (English only)
Room

ASP 01 G 02

Further Information

For more information on the film 'Injustice' and press articles relating to it log onto: www.injusticefilm.co.uk
For more information on the event itself or other background information contact Jean Lambert or her assistant Kathleen Spencer Chapman at jelambert@europarl.eu.int or +32 2 284 7507
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