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LONDON MEP LEADS EU SWIPE AT UK HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD

LONDON’S Green Party MEP Jean Lambert will lead calls for the European Parliament to condemn the UK’s human rights record in Strasbourg today.

Mrs Lambert, a member of the Parliament’s civil liberties committee, will single out racism and discrimination as well as the government’s consistent failure to investigate repeated deaths in police custody of suspects from ethnic minority communities. The UK’s comparatively poor record on signing and ratifying human rights treaties – on issues ranging from recruiting children into the military, combating terrorism to stamping out discrimination against women – will also be discussed by MEPs during the debate.

Mrs Lambert said: “It is easy for us to be complacent about human rights in the UK but this government’s record is appalling. Since coming to power Labour has been strong on rhetoric but weak on action.

“The Human Rights Act’s adoption in 1998 was welcomed as heralding a new era of respect for human rights and international law in the UK. It has counted for little however – it is now clear there is little the courts can do when the Government decides to introduce legislation that contravenes it, such as last year’s Prevention of Terrorism Act and the Asylum and Immigration Act which came into force just last week.

“The UK’s record on signing and ratifying human rights treaties is poor and its repeated failure to investigate allegations of systematic racist brutality at the hands of the police is shocking.”
More follows…

Page 2 of 2
The debate will centre on a report into the state of human rights across the EU, drawn up by Dutch socialist Joke Swiebel. Her report paints a grim picture of the treatment of prison inmates in the UK as well as criticising the Governments’ attempts to interfere in media coverage of the UK’s involvement in the US ‘War on Terror’. 

Ms Swiebel also attacks the UK police for high levels of deaths in custody, and says administrative detention and dispersal of asylum seekers contravenes the UK’s responsibilities to refugees under international law. Her report says the UK suffers high levels of racism, xenophobia and ‘anti-foreigner rhetoric’, thanks in part to a ‘culture of impunity’ “in which police violence and misconduct, particularly against asylum seekers and members of ethnic minorities, are not punished by adequate criminal penalties”.

The European Parliament is now calling for a formal role in monitoring human rights abuses across the EU. While the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European and the 2001 Nice Treaty give the EU a formal role in defending human rights in member states, the parliament’s role is limited to producing an annual report on the state of human rights in Europe.

Mrs Lambert added: “The European Parliament is the only directly-elected decision-making body in the EU and this debate makes it clear that is should have a role to play in overseeing member states’ human rights records.

“European scrutiny is absolutely essential if we are to put an end to the double standards currently employed in the UK and elsewhere. We rightly insist that new and applicant members demonstrate their commitment to international human rights law but seem far less concerned about our own behaviour on exactly the same issues – the treatment of asylum seekers and a shocking culture of impunity regarding deaths in police custody, for example.”

ENDS
For more information please contact Ben Duncan on 020 7407 6280 or 0776 997 0691
Notes to Editors
1. For a copy of Ms Swiebel’s report into the state of human rights in the EU, or further information on the debate, contact Ben Duncan on 020 7407 6280.

2. Mrs Lambert has been an active human rights campaigner at Brussels since her election as London’s Green Party MEP in 1999. In 2001 she organised a high-profile screening of the documentary ‘Injustice’, which documents the epidemic of deaths of ethnic minority suspects in police custody, for fellow MEPs. More than 1000 suspects have died in UK police custody during the last 30 years, without a single conviction. For more information on deaths in police custody, see www.injusticefilm.co.uk
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