EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT


1999�
��
2004�
�
 Committee on Petitions


<RefStatus></RefStatus>





13 September 2001


OPINION


of the Committee on Petitions


for the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Consumer Policy


on public participation in respect of the drawing up of certain plans and programmes relating to the environment and amending Council directives 85/337/EEC and 96/61/EC 


<DocRef>(COM(00) 839 – C5�0027/01 – 2000/0331(COD))</DocRef>


Draftsman: Jean Lambert


�
�
PROCEDURE


The Committee on Petitions appointed Jean Lambert draftsman at its meeting of 6 March 2001.


 It considered the draft opinion at its meetings of 12/13 September 2001.


At the last meeting it adopted the following conclusions unanimously.


The following were present for the vote: Vitaliano Gemelli, chairman, Roy Perry, 1st vice-chairman, Proinsas De Rossa, 2nd vice-chairman, Jean Lambert, draftsman,  Janelly Fourtou, Laura González Álvarez, Véronique Mathieu, Hans-Peter Mayer.
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CONCLUSIONS


The Committee on Petitions calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Consumer Policy, as the committee responsible, to take in account the following points:





The Petitions Committee receives a significant number of petitions concerning environmental issues, whether this concerns Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), waste disposal, water quality, land-use planning, development proposals and many other areas. Questions have also been raised when a development is receiving EU Funding under the Structural Funds for example, yet the petitioners believe that there will be a detrimental effect on the environment. It is therefore important to examine other areas of EU policy which could have a bearing on the quality of the environment, such as the Structural Funds and the Common Agricultural Policy, in the light of the Aarhus Convention and not just those areas directly labelled as environmental. 





The Petitions Committee receives petitions which relate directly to the scope of proposed development schemes within a wider context. It is often only possible for the public to react to a specific proposal, whereas they may have concerns relating to overall planning and development policy. Therefore, we would ask the Commission to reconsider its decision to treat policy options as "soft-law" only, in order to seriously reflect in its proposal the requirements stated in Article 7 of and 8 of the Aarhus Convention on effective public participation.





Given the number of petitions our Committee receives from social bodies or enterprises - such as small-scale fisheries and farmers - which could be affected, or other not currently covered by the proposed definition of the "public", it appears sensible to leave the definition of public as open as possible in order to avoid false divisions.





Given the difficulties small and local voluntary groups have to match the resources of large corporations or public authorities and inequality in having access to adequate means of assesment and the imbalance of power as a result, it is important that the question of access to resources is taken into consideration as well strengthening the Article 9 provisions of the Aarhus Convention on access to justice to include an "independent and impartial body".





It can therefore be seen that the Petitions Committee has a direct interest in the quality and delivery of effective public participation. We welcome the Commission proposal as being a useful contribution to further involving the public but that the proposal can be improved on the above lines. We trust that the Rapporteur and the Environment Committee, given their excellent work on the Access to Environmental Information Directive, will take our views into account in formulating this Report.
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