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1. Welcome to this event, raising questions about standards, not just of policing, but also how judicial systems deal with the police when things go seriously wrong.

2. While the tragedies we are starting with today are examples from the UK, we know that this is not only a challenge for that country alone. When we started looking at the question, we began to hear of cases in Sweden, Belgium, France and Germany and I am sure we shall hear from other countries too. I am a member of Parliament’s Petitions Committee: we have received petitions around the events at the G8 protests in Genoa and how those were handled. We know that one man died at those protests – shot by the police – and one of the petitioners spent days in hospital after being severely beaten. We have had other petitions about police action on other occasions and on the differences in legal systems.

3. What we want to look at today is not just about policing operations, if it were, Article 35 of the Treaty makes it clear that the European Union has no competency in that area. It is about culture and accountability: about the minimum standards we should be able to expect within the Union, both in the way in which the police operate but also in terms of what happens when they are out of line, with tragic consequences.

4. This is of growing importance to us. We recently dealt with the European Arrest Warrant. My own Group said we would not vote for it until we were clear as to what the minimum legal standards are that residents can expect. Those standards must be universal: remember Article 13 which condemns discrimination on grounds of race, religion or belief, age and sexuality and the Union’s commitment  to gender equality.

5. As we develop “an area of freedom, security and justice”, this issue of  what minimum standards becomes increasingly important. We shall be comparing different countries experiences and practices and we don’t want to deliver the lowest common denominator.

6. I am very grateful to Myrna Simpson and Brenda Weinberg, joining me on the platform today ,for being willing to travel here to talk about their personal experiences: also to Ken Fero, whose documentary we shall see a short extract from this lunchtime but a complete showing tonight: Dan van Raemdonck , President of the European Association of the International Federation of Human Rights and my Parliamentary colleague, Alimah Boumedienne-Thierry.

7. If  people are to have confidence that their rights will be upheld in all parts of the EU, we have to find a way forward together.

