London Olympic Bid

Position of London Federation of Green Parties

1.  General principles

1.1  The value of sports events.  London Green Party recognises the value of sports events - at local, regional, national and international levels.  Such events can encourage more people to take up participatory sports, and can bring great pleasure to spectators.  As a party with an internationalist as well as a localist approach, we value international sports and cultural events which have the potential to enhance international understanding and a shared international culture, as well as local pride and identity.

1.2  Maximising use of existing facilities.  Proposed large-scale sporting events frequently require major new development - which are likely to radically transform local infrastructure, local economies and patterns of land use.  Given the potential disruption, as well as benefits, to local economies, infrastructure and the environment, full assessment of existing facilities should be made, with a view to maximising their use.  The principle of maximising the capacity of existing facilities should take precedence over proposing new developments.  Any new developments must provide clear, long-term benefit to local communities in need of such facilities.

1.3  A sustainable approach.  In cases where existing capacity needs enhancing, or new developments are proposed, a truly sustainable approach needs to be adopted from the very outset, and throughout.  A sustainable approach would ensure the best use of public money, strengthen local economies; meet additional transport needs by public transport; make use existing of facilities; ensure new developments were minimal, extremely low-impact, and met the long-term needs of local communities; guarantee the protection and enhancement of local amenities, public transport provision, green and open space; and address the concerns of local people and community and environmental groups.


1.4  Long-term needs.  The development of permanent facilities designed primarily for temporary, time-specific events - sporting or otherwise - needs especially careful consideration.  In particular, the long-term, sustainable use of such facilities needs to be integrated with - and not compromised by - the short term use needs.

1.5  Putting sport before profit.  We want to see sporting events which are not dominated by profit and the enhancement and display of corporate global power by multinationals.  A globally sustainable approach to such events needs to emphasise global solidarity, equality and diversity and seek to ensure that the economics, funding and sponsorship reflect these values.

1.6  A global perspective.  International sports events need to be planned, financed and run in accordance with the principles of genuine environmental and social sustainability, and economic justice.  If these principles were best realised in the sports bid of another country or region, London Green Party would consider supporting that bid above a less appropriate local or national bid.

2.  The current London Olympic bid

2.1 London Green Party would only support a London Olympic bid if it was genuinely environmentally and socially sustainable.

2.2 London Green Party opposes the existing bid as it is currently being developed because it is not a socially or environmentally sustainable proposal.  However, we recognise that this bid is in its early stages and will push for our major concerns to be properly addressed.  A truly sustainable and appropriate bid would meet the following conditions:

a. It would need to be the best use of public money.  At the current time, this is not the case.  It will place an additional financial burden on Boroughs and London council tax payers - at a time when funding is needed to improve essential public services.  We are not convinced that the current proposals will attract appropriate Government funding to the arc of poverty in East London.  At a time when public services and community projects are suffering continual cutbacks, funding for the bid may well deflect resources away from other projects much more likely to bring greater benefits.

b. It would need to strengthen, rather than undermine and disrupt local economies.  There has been insufficient attention to the disruption to local economies.  We are not yet convinced that the current proposals would bring any long-term gains for the affected local economies.

c. It would need to ensure that the additional transport needs could be met by public transport.  London's existing public transport system will not be able to cope.  We have severe doubts that the Government is prepared to provide the extra investment needed to improve the transport system adequately, and in a way that would enhance the long-term public transport needs of local communities.  The Government is also unlikely to maintain revenue commitments to run improved services once the games are over.

d. It would need to ensure (i) maximum use of existing facilities and (ii) any new developments were extremely low-impact and appropriate to the long-term needs of local communities, not just the needs of the Olympics.  There has been insufficient attention to the potential social and environmental impacts.  The proposed new developments represent a significant potential for environmental damage.

e. It would need to guarantee the protection of open space and the environment.  This is not currently the case.

f. It would need to ensure that the concerns of local people and community and environmental groups were adequately addressed.  Local community and environmental groups remain concerned about the bid.  They must be given a central role in improving the bid and making it sustainable.  Local people need to be fully consulted on proposed planning developments.

g. Funding for public sports facilities, amenities and services for young people.
London Green Party rejects the argument that the Olympic bid is the best way to improve local sports facilities and public amenities.  This deflects attention from the real issue relating to public services - the need for an increase in the government grant to local authorities - especially to Boroughs in greatest need.  This is the key way to increase resource funding for much-needed services and amenities - including sports facilities and a range of other facilities and services for young people.  Such facilities should be made available for everyone regardless of geography - and the sustainable solution of proper public funding needs applying evenly - regardless of an Olympic bid.

h. Similarly, and regardless of potential international sporting events, greater public funding is needed to improve London's public transport and infrastructure.  If funding can be raised to make an Olympic bid, greater national funding should be allocated to make the much-needed sustainable improvements to public transport and infrastructure.

