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MEP PUTS REFUGEES ON EAST LONDON GREEN AGENDA
REFUGEES and asylum seekers should be welcomed in the capital and afforded the full benefits of international protection from conflict, persecution and environmental collapse, London MEP Jean Lambert will tell Green Party members from across East London tonight (Thursday, July 18).

Mrs Lambert, the European Parliament’s rapporteur on international protection of refugees and an acknowledged expert on migration, said current government policy was ineffective and confused.

“London has traditionally been a city for refugees and those seeking asylum. Indeed its wonderful cultural diversity is testimony to that. However the current arrangements for asylum seekers in this country are inadequate and the government’s hostility to immigration may, ironically, be contributing to the increasing numbers of migrants seeking refuge in the UK,” she said.
“The government is trying to deter some of the world’s most vulnerable from seeking refuge in the UK by making life more difficult for them and punishing their governments for allowing them to escape. This can only lead to an increase in the repression being fled in the first place, and an increase in refugee numbers.

“If we are serious about reducing the need for dangerous and unnecessary migration we must identify and address the push factors that force refugees to abandon their homes – be they political, economic or environmental.”

More follows
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Mrs Lambert is the author of two recent reports on refugees - Refugees and the Environment and a study of possible options for the definition of ‘refugee’ to be adopted under a common European asylum policy, which is due to be considered by the European Parliament in September.

The Green MEP has visited a number of community refugee projects in north and east London and the controversial Red Cross reception centre in Sangatte, France.

ENDS
For more information please contact Ben Duncan on 020 7407 6280 or 0776 997 0691

Note to Editors
Jean Lamberts report Refugees and the Environment  can be viewed at her website: http://www.jeanlambertmep.org.uk/ or from Ben Duncan on the above number.
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