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In the UK, 99% of current energy supply comes from the combustion of fossil fuels and from nuclear power.  Only 1% is generated from renewable sources.  

Under the Kyoto agreement, the UK is committed to reducing CO2 emissions by 12.5% below 1990 levels by 2010 - a binding target once the agreement is ratified by Parliament some time in 2002-3.  It’s own domestic target aims for a 20% reduction.  

In addition to this, under Directive 2001/77/EC on the promotion of electricity produced from renewable energy sources in the internal electricity market, the UK has been set the overall target of producing 10% of its domestic energy supply from renewable sources by 2010.

The Government’s Energy Review

In February 2002, the Performance and Innovation Unit's (PIU) published an energy review.  On the back of this, the UK Government is to produce a White Paper on energy policy around the turn of the year.  The consultation on the White Paper closed on 13th September.  The key themes were security of supply, environmental protection, and economic efficiency.

The Green lobby fears that the Government will see the expansion of nuclear power as the solution to its carbon emissions reduction target. The PIU report recommends that the nuclear power option should be kept open and describes how a new generation of power stations might benefit from fast-tracking the planning system and potential tax-breaks, for example under the climate change levy. The Government is known to be considering plans to build 10 new reactors in the UK.

Useful links

Government’s Energy Review: www.dti.gov.uk/energy/

PIU energy review: www.cabinet-office.gov.uk/innovation/2002/energy/report/

London’s Energy Review

The London Mayor’s draft Energy Strategy aims to deal with all forms of energy, sourced outside London as well as locally. In 1999/2000, buildings were responsible for 80% of London’s CO2 emissions, and transport for 20%. The capital’s 3 million households consume over half the energy used by buildings, and comprise almost six times as many properties as commercial and industrial sites.

Meeting a 20% emissions reduction target will require significant changes in energy production and use in London, equivalent to reducing domestic and commercial energy consumption by 5% and increasing the renewable share of electricity consumption to 10%.  The Mayor is committed to adopting both a carbon dioxide emissions reduction target and a renewable energy target for London, as well as targets for specific renewable energy technologies, by the end of the year. The London Sustainable Development Commission will play a coordinating role in this process.

Useful links:

GLA draft energy strategy: www.london.gov.uk/approot/mayor/strategies/energy/index.jsp
Nuclear Power vs Renewables

Nuclear power currently contributes 26% of the UK’s electricity supply.

BAIL OUT FOR BRITISH ENERGY - The Government has announced a £410 million pound loan to British Energy to bail out failed nuclear power stations.  British Energy owns and operates 8 nuclear power stations in the UK. See: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/2215379.stm
BNFL ACCOUNTS SCAM - Green groups fear that an accountancy scam will be employed to fund nuclear power by massive back-door public subsidies.  Britain's nuclear waste liabilities are £48 billion (including £40.5bn for BNFL alone). The Government announced in June 2002 that a ‘Liabilities Management Agency’ would be set up to take state responsibility for bankrupt activities of British Nuclear Fuels Limited (BNFL).  'Examination of BNFL Reports and Accounts' – a report commissioned by Irish Green MEP Nuala Ahern and written by nuclear analyst Mike Sadnicki – identifies a tax payer’s clean-up bill of more than £40bn needed to meet a shortfall in the decommissioning of old nuclear reactors. This report suggests that money given to BNFL for decommissioning has enabled BNFL to pass off its Sellafield nuclear reprocessing plants as being solvent when in fact they are bankrupt. Could a similar accountancy technique be used to divert money into building new nuclear power stations by using money otherwise earmarked for decommissioning or other purposes? See: www.jeanlambertmep.org.uk/issues/downloads/reports/0207BNFL_accts_rep.doc
FUTURE OF NUCLEAR POWER IN THE UK - The UK Government is considering proposals for a further 10 nuclear power stations to be built to enable it to reach its carbon emissions reduction target as set by the Kyoto Agreement.  Using the amount spent on building Sizewell B as an example, it will cost £45 billion to have 25% of electricity generated by nuclear power, but it will cost no more than £19 billion to have 25% of electricity from offshore wind power. 

Useful websites

Greenpeace: www.greenpeace.org.uk

Friends of the Earth: www.foe.co.uk
What is the EU doing?

Presenting its strategic objectives for 2000-2005 Shaping a new Europe, the European Commission identified energy as a key factor for Europe's competitiveness and economic development.  In November 2000, the European Commission published a Green Paper Towards a European strategy for the security of energy supply. The primary aim was to ensure a supply of energy to all consumers at affordable prices, while respecting both the environment and sustainable development. 

Energy from renewable energy sources is playing a key role in the diversification of energy sources and protection of the environment. The ALTENER programme was set up in 1993 to promote renewable energy in Europe. Its main objective is to double the proportion of renewable energy sources in the EU's gross domestic energy consumption to 12% by 2010. In March 2002, Parliament passed Directive 2001/77/EC on the promotion of electricity produced from renewable energy sources in the internal electricity market. This directive calls for 22% of European Community electricity consumption to be supplied from

renewable sources by 2010.  The UK is set the overall target of 10%.

The EU Partnersip (type II) initiative: Energy for Poverty Eradication and Sustainable Development

This partnership comprises the 15 EU member states and 15 developing countries.  The Green/EFA group in the Parliament have already criticised the partnership because: the partnership text does not exclude the possibility of the use of development aid money for nuclear cooperation programs; too much weight is given to "clean coal" investments; it fails to mention the involvement of parliaments; it is still likely to favour large fossil-fuel developments over investment in end-use energy efficiency and decentralized renewables.

EU Emissions Trading Directive 

September 2002, the Environment Committee MEPs voted a in favour of the proposed Emissions Trading Directive. The main elements of the deal are: a mandatory scheme giving a strong signal to EU industry, but leaving some flexibility to Member States to include or exclude companies (where other measures can be proven equally effective); the inclusion of all six greenhouse gases, if they can be properly monitored; a strictly EU-wide scheme (with no link to the controversial Kyoto protocol mechanisms) at least until 2008. 

Useful links:

European Commission DG Energy and Transport:   europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/energy_transport/index_en.html

European Commission DG Environment:   europa.eu.int/comm/environment/index_en.htm

ALTENER programme:    europa.eu.int/comm/energy/en/pfs_altener_en.html

EU Energy Partnership:    europa.eu.int/comm/environment/wssd/energy_en.html

Green/EFA European Parliament Group website:   www.greens-efa.org/en/
Energy and Renewables
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